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What Is Mixbook?
Mixbook is an online Web 2.0 tool that allows the user to create photo albums for 
publishing. This product is a self-publishing tool that will allow students and teachers to 
create, share, and potentially print books. The user selects the individual page style 
within their book, and these can contain text only, or one or more images. 

You can upload images, add narration, and create a product for sharing with others, or 
for ordering as a printed book. This is a great tool for presentations, e-portfolios, and 
publications. 

Visit www.mixbook.com to start making your own photo album.

Getting Started
Start by creating your free account on the Mixbook homepage. You are now ready to 
begin creating photo albums. Click on the “create” tab at the top of the screen. On the 
next screen you’ll choose your title, a description, and any tag words you want to attach. 
You can also choose who will be allowed to see your Mixbook online. From there, you 
select your book format size, and you’re  ready to start customizing your creation.

You select your page styles, add images, text, and lots of backgrounds, or you can select 
the auto layout option. You can then share your Mixbook by email invitation or, for a 
cost, you can publish it into a hard copy. Check out their pricing options to see what 
suits you best—there are a range of popular formats to choose from, from a mini album 
to a 14”x11” coffee table book.

Offline products like the open source DTP tool Scribus by going to www.scribus.com 
allows the user to create and structure documents. Publishing tools like Lulu at 
www.lulu.com will, if required, allow you to publish hard copy books.
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Mixbook in the Classroom
Bringing Literature to Life

While Mixbook’s primary purpose is to publish books in print format, this tool can easily 
be adapted for classroom use. It is an engaging tool that allows students to create and 
publish. This example looks at students creating portfolios of their own work.

In English, the Middle School students are studying poetry. They are examining a variety 
of genres, authors, and styles, and then creating poetry of their own in the different 
forms. Their poetry study ranges from haikus to sonnets.

Creating a Work of Art

The students create an account in Mixbook and share their user name with their 
teacher. They then start a Mixbook using the “create” option. They give their Mixbook 
a title, and fill in the description. The workspace tool allows the students to select page 
styles, which are either text only or text and images. 

Then they add their backgrounds, images, and stickers. The students start new pages for 
each of their poems, adding images or backgrounds that enhance the presentation of 
their work.

Personal Styles Shine Through

They structure the page to enhance flow and readability from the range of tools and the 
variety of layouts available. Mixbook provides the students with many different options 
for structuring their pages. Text can be structured into single or multiple columns. 
Images of different sizes and numbers can be selected. 

The backgrounds used can reflect a festive theme, or they can provide other suitable 
backgrounds or textures for the student’s creations. Colors can be manipulated to suit 
the purpose and mood of the poem.
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How Do You Use Mixbook to 
Develop the 21st Century Fluencies?
Solution Fluency— The creations made in Mixbook can work as effective presentations 
in the problem-solving process, as part of engaging the “design and do” steps. Once you 
have your plan mapped out, Mixbook is there to help create a good medium for using 
to present the idea in an appealing format.

Information Fluency— When creating your album, it is important to choose the best 
and most relevant content, especially for a school project, to be most effective. The 
format for Mixbook, like many other online creative tools, calls for an ability to separate 
any gathered content  in order to determine what is most useful for the project.

Collaboration Fluency—Students are able to work in groups on any Mixbook project, 
and can each contribute photos and written content for class projects small and big. 
This could mean anything from a poetry collaboration to a full personal class yearbook.

Creativity Fluency—The tools and options for creating a Mixbook are many, and they 
can be used to fashion a limitless array of books for viewing and printing. With tools as 
artistically rich as this one, the student is limited only by their imagination. The custom 
fonts, colors, backgrounds, and more make it easy to get creative.

Media Fluency—In the process of making a Mixbook, students get to see how their 
own efforts have impressed upon the public how they can express their ideas creatively 
and functionally. Using an original creation like this, there is an opportunity for them to 
find out how this particular medium conveys their deepest artistic instincts.

The Digital Citizen—Students learn to be held responsible for using both effective and 
appropriate  content in their Mixbooks. They have a chance to give proper citation to 
the content creators, be they themselves or others. They learn to take a sense of pride in 
the work they accomplish using such a versatile and dynamic tool.
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The 21st Century Fluencies
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about this small byte

the book

For more information or to buy a 
copy of the book

www.thedigitaldiet.com

help spread the word

Become a Committed Sardine and receive noti!cations of each new small byte as it is created. 
You’ll also receive our free ebook, Highly Educated Useless People.

There are a whole bunch of other reasons too, other than the coolness factor of being able to tell 
others that you are a Committed Sardine, so check it out.

To book one of our presenters for your next event, please contact us.

copyright and creative commons

This perspective is copyright 21st Century Fluency Project. It is licensed under Creative 
Commons. Please feel free to print it or distribute it electronically as long as you do not modify it 
in any way or charge for it. 

This resource is the collaborative effort of a group of experienced educators and entrepreneurs 
who have united to share their experience and ideas and to create a project geared toward 
making learning relevant to life in our new digital age. Our purpose is to develop exceptional 
resources to assist in transforming learning to be relevant to life in the 21st century. At the core of 
this project are our Curriculum Integration Kits—engaging, challenge-based learning modules 
designed to cultivate the essential 21st century !uencies within the context of the required 
curriculum. For more information please visit our web site www.21stcentury!uency.com.
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